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			Welcome to a place where beauty matters.
		

				

				
				
							We’re pursuing what’s good, true, beautiful, and interesting  with performances, events, and conversation from our historic theater in the heart of Chicago.						
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			Since 1911, we’ve been setting the stage for beauty.
		

				

				
				
							We carry on the legacy and history of the original St. Alphonsus Athenaeum, Chicago’s oldest continuously operating Off-Loop theatre.
Our campus serves as a collaborative hub for the Chicago arts and non-profit communities with event, performance, and office space available for rent at affordable rates.
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			Because art and beauty have a purpose.
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							Art is essential to our life as human beings because it brings us into contact with beauty.
Have you cried while listening to music? Or been awestruck by a view? The human mind and soul are made for beauty—of all living things, only we absorb reality in this unique, intense way.
Beauty reveals to us the truth and goodness of ourselves, the world, and the divine.
At The Athenaeum Center for Thought and Culture, we believe that art and beauty have the capacity to build up culture, transform society, and change lives.
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			We want to restore the

centrality of art to human life.
		

				

				
				
							Our mission is to invite people into encounters with beauty and to revitalize the great Catholic tradition of the arts from our location in one of Chicago’s most unique religious, artistic, and civic buildings.
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			Can beauty save the world? 
Let’s find out together.
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
			Edify Your Inbox
		

				

				
				
							Never miss a chance to encounter beauty. Join our mailing list to be notified about upcoming performances and events.
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			Enrich Your Experience
		

				

				
				
							Attend a show at the Athenaeum. We have a full calendar of events, and look forward to welcoming you!
						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						See what’s playing 
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

				
			
							

		

				
			
						
				
			Cultivate a Legacy
		

				

				
				
							Your support for the historic Athenaeum Center ensures the continuity of art’s past, present, and future in Chicago.						

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Become a Patron
		
					
		

				

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				

		
	
	



	
	


			
			
		
	



	
 
	

		
			
					
				
				
			Be the first to know about our upcoming performances and events
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
						Join our newsletter
		
					
		

				

				

					

				

		
					
		
				
				
			



		

				

				

		
				
				
			Follow Us:
		

				

				
				
					
							
					
						Facebook
											
				
							
					
						Instagram
											
				
							
					
						Twitter
											
				
							
					
						Linkedin
											
				
					

				

				

				

					

				

		
					
				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

					

				

		
					
		
				
				
			Theatre
		

				

				
				
							2936 N Southport Ave
Chicago, IL 60657
						

				

				

		
				
				
			Contact / FAQ
		

				

				
				
							(312) 820-6250
info@athenaeumcenter.org						

				

				

		
				
				
			About Us
		

				

				
				
							The Athenaeum Center for Thought & Culture is registered 501(c)3 non-profit.
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We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept All”, you consent to the use of ALL the cookies. However, you may visit "Cookie Settings" to provide a controlled consent.
Cookie SettingsAccept All


Manage consent
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				Privacy Overview
				
					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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									Necessary cookies are absolutely essential for the website to function properly. These cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website, anonymously.
	Cookie	Duration	Description
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-analytics	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Analytics".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-functional	11 months	The cookie is set by GDPR cookie consent to record the user consent for the cookies in the category "Functional".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-necessary	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookies is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Necessary".
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-others	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Other.
	cookielawinfo-checkbox-performance	11 months	This cookie is set by GDPR Cookie Consent plugin. The cookie is used to store the user consent for the cookies in the category "Performance".
	viewed_cookie_policy	11 months	The cookie is set by the GDPR Cookie Consent plugin and is used to store whether or not user has consented to the use of cookies. It does not store any personal data.

								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Functional							
															
									
									Functional
								

													

						
							
								
									Functional cookies help to perform certain functionalities like sharing the content of the website on social media platforms, collect feedbacks, and other third-party features.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Performance							
															
									
									Performance
								

													

						
							
								
									Performance cookies are used to understand and analyze the key performance indexes of the website which helps in delivering a better user experience for the visitors.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Analytics							
															
									
									Analytics
								

													

						
							
								
									Analytical cookies are used to understand how visitors interact with the website. These cookies help provide information on metrics the number of visitors, bounce rate, traffic source, etc.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Advertisement							
															
									
									Advertisement
								

													

						
							
								
									Advertisement cookies are used to provide visitors with relevant ads and marketing campaigns. These cookies track visitors across websites and collect information to provide customized ads.
								

							

						

					

																	
						
							
								Others							
															
									
									Others
								

													

						
							
								
									Other uncategorized cookies are those that are being analyzed and have not been classified into a category as yet.
								

							

						

					

										

	



		  

		  
			
				
					
						
						
															SAVE & ACCEPT
													

						
					

				

			

		

	

  







																	
			
					
				
				
			

		

		






  
    

      
    


    	Ticketing & Events
	Live
	Virtual
		Film & Culture Series
	Four Quartets by T. S. Eliot (Virtual)






	Rentals
	Rental Application
	Paradiso
	Historic Main Stage
	Black Box Studios
	Rehearsal Space
	Office Space



	About Us
	History
	Leadership
	Careers
	Contact Us



	Support Us
	Donate Now
	Founders Club





    
  




		

				

					

				

				

				
			
		
				
				
													[image: ]													

				

				

		
				
				
			Dante 360
		

				

				
				
							“Midway upon the journey of our life, I found myself within a forest dark, for the straightforward pathway had been lost.” 

And so we all begin—in darkness.

Join Dante on his most famous journey through the depths of hell, levels upon levels of purgatory, finally discovering the light and glory of paradise. You will find terror in the wild beasts he meets along the way; and only moments later great hope at the strong woman, Beatrice, who leads him always upwards.

This contemporary staged performances of one of the most epic stories of the western world is an immersive, multi-dimensional production that leads you into Dante’s universe. Returning to the stage for the 4th year, this year’s production.

It’s heaven. It’s hell. But above all, it’s worth the trip.

November 8–10, 2024
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